
School of the Air  Activities A2

Reading
A. You are going to read about children in isolated rural regions in Australia. How 
do you imagine they have school? Write down the questions you would like to 
find answers to.

B. Remember the questions you wrote down in Activity A? Check if you can answer 
them.

C. 1. Concentrate on the ‘History of the SOA’ and find out:

2. Concentrate on ‘Who is concerned?’ Right or Wrong? Prove your point.

3. Concentrate on ‘How does it work?’

4. Concentrate on ‘Meeting teachers and classmates?’

B. Read the article and match each paragraph with a title.

1. How does it work? 
2. Meeting teachers and classmates 
3. History of the "School of the Air" 
4. Who is concerned?

a. Who had the idea:  _____________________________________________________________________________
b. When:  __________________________________________________________________________________________
c. The technology she used:  _____________________________________________________________________

a. Before the ‘School of the Air’, there was no schooling solution for children from the Bush.
n  R n  W  _________________________________________________________________________________________
b. With the ‘School of the Air’, students only interact with teachers.
n  R n  W  _________________________________________________________________________________________
c. The ‘School of the Air’ is only for children living in the Outback.
n  R n  W _________________________________________________________________________________________  

a. Find the technology used in the past. _________________________________________________________
b. Find the technologies used today. ____________________________________________________________
c. Find what students can do today with these technologies. __________________________________

a. When can students physically meet their teachers?  _________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. When can students physically meet their classmates?  _______________________________________  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. Activities?   _____________________________________________________________________________________  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

n a. Introduction and paragraph 1
n b. Paragraph 2
n c. Paragraph 3
n d. Paragraph 4

D. What do you want to remember about the SOA? Write down a few facts, dates 
and elements.
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Watching and Listening
Meeting Kids from the Outback

A.1. Go to http://vimeo.com/62846712
a. Watch the video.
b. Take notes using the following 
spidergram.

2. Get ready to introduce the girl. Use your notes and the following prompts.

Girl’s name

School? Activities?

Family?

 Animals?  Characteristics? History?

Pyramid Station?

Her name is…
She is…
She has got…
She doesn’t go to a normal school, but she
She likes / loves…
She is also keen on…
She lives in… a cattle station with many animals: …
It was built in… 

Sydney

Brisbane

Melbourne

Adelaïde

Perth

Paraburdoo

Whim CreekRoebourne

Hobart

Darwin

AUSTRALIAWestern Australia  

Northern 
Territory

South Australia

Queensland

New South Wales

Victoria

Tasmania

ACT

CANBERRA
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3. Listen to your partner from the other group and complete the spidergram 
concerning the boy.

Boy’s name 

Place he livesHobbies? 

Type? 

What ‘townies’ think? 

Reality? 

Difficulty?    

but 

Event he is getting 
ready for? 

School? 
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B.1. Go to http://vimeo.com/50966520. 
a. Watch the video.
b. Take notes using the following spidergram.

Boy’s name 

Place he livesHobbies? 

Type? 

What ‘townies’ think? 

Reality? 

Difficulty?    

but 

Event he is getting 
ready for? 

School? 

Sydney

Brisbane

Melbourne

Adelaïde

Perth

Paraburdoo

Whim CreekRoebourne

Hobart

Darwin

AUSTRALIAWestern Australia  

Northern 
Territory

South Australia

Queensland

New South Wales

Victoria

Tasmania

ACT

CANBERRA
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2. Listen to your partner complete the spidergram concerning the girl. 

3. Get ready to introduce the boy using your notes from the spidergram.

Girl’s name

School? Activities?

Family?

 Animals?  Characteristics? History?

Pyramid Station?
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